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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant has claimed uniquely distinct features in the instant invention which are not 
found in the prior art, either singularly or in combination. They are: 

As in claim 1 , 

a computer system having a device; 

an agent embedded in the device that, when authorized, enables operation of the device 
and that, when not authorized, disables operation of the device; and 

a server coupled to the embedded agent that, by exchanging a number of messages with 
the embedded agent that together compose a handshake operation, authorizes the embedded 
agent to enable operation of the device. 

As in claim 19, 

embedding an agent within the component; 

establishing a communications link between the embedded agent and a server; 
and 

when the component is to be enabled, exchanging a number of messages between the 
server and the embedded agent that together compose a handshake operation that results in 
authorization of the embedded agent to enable operation of the component for a period of time. 
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As in claim 44, 

an agent embedded in a component of the multi-component system that, when authorized, 
enables operation of the component and that, when not authorized, disables operation of the 
device; and 

a server coupled to the embedded agent that, by exchanging a number of messages with 
the embedded agent that together compose a handshake operation, authorizes the embedded 
agent to enable operation of the component. 

As in claim 49, 

embedding an agent within a component of the system that can receive an identifier and 
that can enable operation of the system; 

establishing a communication link between the embedded agent and a server; 

exchanging a number of messages between the embedded agent and the server that 
results in authorization of the embedded agent to subsequently enable operation of the system 
upon receiving a valid identifier; and 

when an identifier is received by the component of the system, 

obtaining the received identifier from the component of the system by the 
embedded agent; 

exchanging a number of messages between the embedded agent and the server that 
transfer the received identifier from the embedded agent to the server and that results in the 
embedded agent receiving authorization from the server to enable operation of the system when 
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Art Unit: 2132 

the server determines that the identifier is valid and that results in the embedded agent not 
receiving authorization from the server to enable operation of the system when the server 
determines that the identifier is invalid; and 

enabling operation of the system by the embedded agent upon receiving authorization 
from the server to enable operation of the system. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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